Travellers in India

on the plains of Panipat. The scope of our sub-
ject forbids us to go further than the beginnings
of this great Hindu revival The rise of the
Mahratta power and the ineffectual attempts of
Aurangzib to arrest it are brought directly to
our notice by the travels of the two doctors
whose names appear at the head of this chapter.
Dr Fryer's narrative* conveys to us a consider-
able amount of information relative to Sivaji
and the Mahratta power in general; Dr Gemelli
Careri paints us a graphic picture of Aurangzib
in the midst of his vain endeavours to reach his
nimble foe with his unwieldy host. It is not pre-
tended that the evidence of these two doctors
goes no farther than this. On the contrary, each
of them wrote considerably on other parts of
India than the immediate vicinity of Sivaji and
Aurangzib; but, as those princes exceeded all
their contemporaries in fame, so Fryer's and
Careri's evidence for them, and for the condi-
tion of those parts of India in which their opera-
tions took place, must outweigh all the rest of
their observations.

Dr John Fryer was in Persia and India during
the nine years ending in 1681. His perigrinations
in India seem to have been confined to sea visits
to places on the Coromandel and Malabar
coasts, and trips a little way inland at various

* A very fair, though short and sketchy, analysis of the value of the
narratives of Fryer and many other travellers of this date, so far as they
Illustrate the Hstory of Aurangzib and Sivaji, may be found in Robert
Otee's Historical Fragments of ibe Mogul Empire.
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